
1 
 

Participle 
 

 

 

A participle is a form of a verb that can function independently as an adjective. The word participle 

comes from the Latin particeps meaning “sharing,” “participating.”  The Greek participle is said to be 

a declinable verbal adjective, meaning it has characteristics of both a verb and an adjective. As a 

verb, the participle has voice and tense.  As an adjective, the participle is declined and agrees in 

gender, number, and case, with that which it modifies. 

 

Verbal Properties  

The adverbial use of the participle expresses the how, when, why and on what occasion the action takes 

place.  

1. Tense. Tense has to do with both time of action and kind of action. Kind of action is found in the 

participle itself. Time of action is derived from the main verb not the participle.  

(a) Present participles reflect continuous  action indicating action simultaneous with the main verb; 

(b) Aorist and perfect participles indicates action which is prior or antecedent to the action of the 

main verb;  

(c) Future participles indicate action that is following or subsequent to the action of the main verb.  

2. Voice. Voice is the same as with the verb, namely, identifying the relationship of the action to the 

subject:  

(a) Active means the subject is acting;  

(b) Passive means subject is being acted upon;  

(c) Middle means the action is returning to the subject, or acting on itself.   

3. Modifiers:  

(a) May have a direct object in the accusative;  

(b) May have prepositional phrases, adjectives, etc. 

 

Adjectival Properties 
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The adjectival use of the participle agrees with the noun it modifies in: (a) gender; (b) number; and (c) 

case. It may function adjectivally:  

(a) attributively;  

(b) predicatively;   

(c) substantively (acts as a noun). 

 

Uses of the Participle 

I. The Adjectival Participle. The adjectival use of the participle agrees with the noun it modifies in: 

(a) gender; (b) number; and (c) case. 

1. Attributive usage. The participle can modify the noun in the attributive position with or without the 

article. An example is found in Matt. 2:7: 

’   (Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise 

men, determined from them the time of the appearing star). 

2. Predicate usage. The participle can be used like an adjective in the predicate position after a verb of 

being. An example is found in Heb. 4:12: 

  (The word of God is living and powerful, 

and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints 

and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.). 

3. Substantive usage. The participle can function like an adjective when it is not accompanied by a 

noun. An example is found in Acts 10:35: 

  (But in every nation the one fearing him and works 

righteousness is accepted by Him).    

 

II. Adverbial Participle. 

1. Temporal participles. The participle can be used in a temporal clause. With this usage the temporal 

words “when, after, or while” are used at the beginning of the adverb clause. The specific adverbial 

word used is determined by the context, not necessarily by the tense of the participles. Present 

participles, however, most likely conveys the sense of “while” (during which time). Aoist participles 

mostly convey the idea of “when” (at which time). An example is found in Acts 19:2:  

 (He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” So they said to 

him, “No, we have not even heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.”).  Heb. 9:12:  

   (and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, 

He entered once into the holy place, after obtaining eternal redemption).  
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2. Purpose participles. The participle can be used to describe the purpose of the action of the main verb. 

Purpose participles use the words “to,” “in order to,” “for the purpose of,”  “so that.” An example is 

found in Luke 10:25: 

  (And behold, a certain lawyer stood up to test him, saying, “Teacher, 

what must I do to gain eternal life?” ).  

3. Result participle. The participle can be used to express the result of the action of the main verb. The 

result participle uses the words “so that,” or “with the result that.” An example is found in John 5:18: 

 (Therefore the Jews sought all the more 

to kill Him, because He not only broke the Sabbath, but also said that God was His Father, with the 

result of making himself equal to God.) 

4. Causal participle. The participle can function to express cause of action of the main verb. The causal 

participle uses the words “because,” or “since.” An example is Matt. 22:29: 

 (Jesus answered and said 

to them, “You are deceived, because you do not know the Scriptures nor the power of God.)      

5. Conditional participles. The participle can be used to express the condition of the action of the main 

verb. Dr. Young provides clarification as he says, “The conditional participle states a condition that, 

when fulfilled, issues into a certain consequence indicated by the main clause.”
1
  The conditional 

participle uses the word “if.” An example is found in Acts 15:29: 

 (that you abstain from 

things offered to idols, from blood, from things strangled, and from sexual immorality. From which, 

if you keep yourselves, you will do well.)   

6. Concessive participle. The participle can express concession, being used with or without the 

concessive particple “if.” The concessive particle adds the word “although,” or “though.” An example 

is found in John 9:25: 

(He answered and said, “Whether He is a sinner [or not] I do not know. One thing I 

know: that although I was blind, now I see). Phil. 2:6: 

  (Although he existed in the very nature of God, he did not consider 

equality with God something to be grasped).  

7. Instrumental participle. The  participle can be used to express the means by which the action of the 

main verb is accomplished. The instrumental participle adds the words “by,” or “by means of.” An 

example is found in Acts 22:16: ;

   (And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and 

wash away your sins by means of calling on His name).   

8. Modal participle. The participle can be used to express the manner in which the action of the main 

verb is accomplished. The modal participle answers the question “how did the action take place?” An 

example is found in Mark 1:22: 

   (And they were astonished at His teaching, for He was 

                                                           
1
 Richard Young, p. 155 
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teaching them as having authority). This participle answers the question: how did he teach? With 

authority. 

9. Circumstantial participle. The participle can be used to express an action or circumstance that 

accomplishes the action of the main verb. Dr. Young suggests, “the best translation in English is to 

transform the participle into a finite verb of the same mood as the leading verb and insert “and” 

between the two verbal expressions. This usage of the participle is a idiom that has no exact English 

parallel. An example is found in Mark 16:20: 

  (But they went forth 

preaching everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word through the 

accompanying signs).   

10. Imperatival participle. The participle can function like an independent verb as an imperative. An 

example is found in Rom. 12:9: 

   (Let love be without hypocrisy. Hate the evil. Cleave to the good).    

11. Indicative participle. The participle can function like an independent indicative verb. An example is 

found is Rom. 5:11: 

  (And not only that, but [we] also rejoice in God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have received the reconciliation).  

12. Periphrastic participle. The participle can be used with a finitie verb to form a compound tense called 

periphrastic (Greek  “around” +  “I explain”). Dr. Wallace  says, “This participle is called 

periphrastic because it is a round-about way of saying what could be expressed by a single verb.”
2
  

The finite verb  is by far the most common verb used with an accompanying participle. 

a. Present periphrastic.  The present periphrastic is formed using the present of eimi with the 

present participle. This form expresses durative force. An example 

is found in Col. 1:6: 

  (which has come to you, as it has also in all the world and 

it is bearing fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard 

and knew the grace of God in truth).   

b. Imperfect periphrastic. The imperfect periphrastic is formed by using the imperfect of eimi 

with the present participle. This form expresses durative in force, 

but not always.  An example is found in Luke 19:47: 

’

  (And 

he was teaching daily in the Temple).  

c. Perfect periphrastic. The perfect periphrastic is formed by using the present of eimi with the 

perfect participle. The sense of this construction is intensive with a 

consummative force. An example is found in Eph. 2:8: 

                                                           
2
 Daniel Wallace, p. 647 
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  (For by grace you have been saved through faith, and not 

of yourselves it is the gift of God).  

d. Future periphrastic. The future periphrastic is formed by using the future of eimi with the 

present participle. This form expresses the action as durative in 

future time. An example is found in Luke 5:10: 

  

(and so also were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were 

partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid. 

From now on you will catch men”).     

e. Future perfect periphrastic. The future perfect periphrastic is formed by using the future of 

eimi with the perfect participle. This form expresses the action as 

like the English future perfect. An example is found in Heb. 2:13: 

( And again: “I will put My trust 

in Him.” And again: “Here am I and the children whom God has 

given Me.”).       

III. Participle Absolute 

The participle can function as a nominative absolute and a genitive absolute.  

1. Nominative absolute participle. The nominative absolute participle functions as a substantive. An 

example is found in John 7:38:  

 (The one that believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his 

heart will flow rivers of living water).   

2. Genitive absolute participle. The genitive absolute participle functions adverbially. Its construction is 

unconnected with the rest of the sentence in that its subject – the genitive noun or pronoun is different 

from the subject of the main clause.
3
 An example is found in Matt. 9:18:  

 (While He was saying these things to them, 

behold, a ruler came and worshiped Him, saying, “My daughter has just died, but come and lay Your 

hand on her and she will live.”) . 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
3
 Ibid., p. 655 
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