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Infinitive 
 

 

 

The infinitive is called a verbal noun. In fact, the word infinitive comes from the Latin infīnītus 

meaning, “infinite” with respect to time, and “boundless” with respect to size or degree. 

Infinitives possess tense and voice like a verb and its noun characteristics come from the main 

verb, context, and the accompanying articles. Additionally, infinitives can take an object and can 

be modified by adverbs.  

A summary is given in the following table: 

As a noun As a verb 

It is accompanied by a preposition It takes as object 

It is used as a subject It is qualified by adverbs 

It is used as an object  

It modifies other words  

It takes the article  

It is qualified by adjectives  

 

Drs. Dana and Mantey write, “Intelligent expression inevitably occasions at times the 

naming of an action with substantival relations in a sentence. Here we have noun and verb 

occupying common ground. This may be sometimes expressed by an ordinary noun of action, 

but is more forcefully expressed by a verbal substantive, which doubtless reached its highest 

known stage of development and variety of usage in the Greek language….No idiom is more 

decidedly peculiar to the language than this substantive character of the infinitive. Frequently it 

occurs in constructions where its idiomatic nature is so fully demonstrated that even the novice 

cannot fail to discern it. A splendid example may be seen in Heb. 2:15: ‘Who, because of the fear 

of death, were subjects of bondage , through all their lives.’ Here the 

infinitive   is accompanied by a preposition, modified by an adjective, defined by the article, 

and used in the genitive case: distinctive and essential characteristic of a pure noun. Though this 
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particular example is the most elaborate infinitive construction in the New Testament, yet it is 

without any doubt typical Greek usage.”
1
      

 

Uses of the Infintive 

I. Verbal uses.  The infinitive can function adverbially relating to: (a) time, using “while,” 

or “as;” (b) reason, using “because;” (c) purpose, using “to,” “in order to,” or ”that;” (d) 

result, using “that,” “so that,” “as a result;” and (e) means, using “by means.”  

i. Purpose. The infinitive can be used to express the purpose or aim of the action or 

state of the controlling verb. This is the most common verbal usage of the infinitive. 

Purpose may be expressed with the simple infinitive, the infinitive with , the 

infinitive with the prepositions , , or with   or . 

a. Simple infinitive - Mark 10:45: 

  (For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve and 

to give life a ransom for many).  

b. Infinitive with  – Matt. 13:3: 

  (And He spoke many things to 

them in parables, saying, “Behold, the sower went out to sow”). 

c. Infinitive with   -  Rom. 3:26:  

.  (to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that 

He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus).  Rom. 

8:29: 

 (For whom He 

foreknew, He also predestined [to be] conformed to the image of His Son, that 

He might be the firstborn among many brethren.)  

d. Infinitive with   -  Eph. 6:11:  

  (Put on the whole 

armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.)      

e. Infinitive with   - Luke 4:29:  

  (and rose up and thrust Him out of the city; 
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and they led Him to the brow of the hill on which their city was built, in order 

that to throw Him down the cliff.) 

f. Infinitive with    - Luke 9:52: 

  (and sent 

messengers before His face. And as they went, they entered a village of the 

Samaritans, to prepare for Him.) 

ii. Result. The infinitive can be used to express the result of the action or state of the 

controlling verb.   

a. Simple infinitive – Heb. 11:8: 

  (By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the 

place which he was to receive as an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing 

where he was going).  

b. Infinitive with  –  Matt. 21:32: 

  (For 

John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him; but 

tax collectors and harlots believed him; and when you saw [it], you did not 

afterward relent so as to believe him). 

c. Infinitive with   -  Rom. 1:20: 

  (For since the creation of the world His invisible 

[attributes] are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, His 

eternal power and Godhead, As a result they are without excuse,)  

d. Infinitive with   - Mark 1:27: 

; 

(They that were all amazed, 

so that they debated among themselves, saying, “What is this” What new 

doctrine [is] this? For with authority He commands even the unclean spirits, and 

they obey Him.”) 

iii. Time. The infinitive can be used to express the relative time of the main verb in 

relation to the action expressed by the infinitive.
2
  “But ‘temporal relations are only 

vaguely expressed by the infinitive’ (R. 1091). It does not have within itself any 
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significance of time, but may derive a temporal meaning from the context and its use 

with a preposition or particle.”
3
   

a. Antecedent time.  The infinitive with or   forms the infinitive with 

antecedent time. Antecedent time means the action of the main verb takes place 

before the infinitive and uses the word “before.” An example is found in Mark 

14:30:

  (Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, 

I say to you that today, this night, before the rooster crows twice, you will deny 

Me three times).    

b. Contemporaneous time.  The infinitive with the preposition and locative ( ) 

forms the infinitive in contemporaneous time. Contemporaneous time means the 

action of the main verb takes place at the same time as the infinitive and is 

expressed with the words “when, while, as, just as.” An example is found in Matt. 

13:4: 

  (And as he sowed, some [seed] fell by the wayside; and 

the dirds came and devoured them.)      

c. Subsequent time. The infinitive with the preposition  forms the infinitive 

in subsequent time. Subsequent time means the action of the main verb takes 

place after the infinitive and uses the word “after.” An example is found in Matt. 

26:32:   (But after I have 

been rised, I will go before you to Galilee).      

iv. Cause (or reason). The accusative infinitive with the preposition  expresses the 

infinitive of cause or reason. An example is found in John 2:24: 

  (But Jesus did not 

commit Himself to them because He knew all men). 

v. Means. The instrumental infinitive with the preposition  expresses the infinitive 

of means (similar to the contemporaneous infinitive). An example is found in Acts 

3:26: 

  (To you first, God, 

having raised up His Servant Jesus, sent Him to bless you, by turning every one [of 

you] from your wicked ways). 

II. Infinitivies functioning as nouns (Substantival Uses). Sometime the infinitive can 

function in its context as a noun. It can functions as a subject, object, indirect object, 

instrument, apposition, and substantive modifier.   
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i. Subject.  The infinitive can function as the subject of a finite verb. An example is 

found in Rom. 7:18: 

   (For I 

know that in me, that is, in my flesh, nothing good dwells; for to will is present with 

me, but [how] to perform what is good [is] not).  

ii. Object. The infinitive can function as the object of the finite verb. An example is 

found in Mark 12:12: 

 

(And they sought to lay hold of Him, but they feared the multitude, for they knew 

He had spoken the parable against them. So they left Him and went away).  

iii. Indirect object. The infinitive can function as an indirect object the same as a dative 

noun. “This use of the infinitive conveys a mild telic force, being used to express 

‘that for which or with reference to which the action or state of the governing verb is 

performed or exists.’”
4
  An example is Luke 10:40: 

;  (But Martha was 

distracted with all her preparations; and she came up to [Him], and said,  Lord, do 

you not care that my sister left me to do all the serving alone? Then tell her to help 

me.”) .  

iv. Instrument. The infinitive can function as a noun in the instrumental case. This usage 

seeks to define more closely the content of the action. An example is Heb. 5:5: 

   (So also Christ did not 

glorify Himself by becoming a high priest, but He who said to Him, “You are My 

Son, today I have begotten you.”).  

v. Appositional. The infinitive can function as a noun in apposition to a preceding noun 

or pronoun, and serves to explain, limit and define the noun. With this in mind, 

appositional infinitives can be translated using the words, “namely,” or “that is.” An 

example is found in 1 Thes. 4:3: 

  (This is the will of God, your 

sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality). 

vi. Modifier. The infinitive can function as an adjective. This usage is also called 

epexegtical. An example is found in Mark 2:10: 

  (But so that 

you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins – He said 

to the paralytic).  
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III. Independent usages. 

i. Imperative. The infinitive can function as a imperative. An example is found in 

Rom. 12:15:  (Rejoice with the 

ones rejoicing, weep with thoes who weep). 

ii. Infinitive absolute. The infinitive can function as an interjection of greeting. This 

usage is common with greeting in the New Testament. An example is James 

1:1: 

 (James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to 

the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad, Greetings.).  

 

 

 

 


