Bible Greek Vpod Intermediate Greek - Lesson 19

The Present Tense
The present tense in the Greek can express past, present, or future time. Dr. Young identifies the
three time aspects as follows: “The present indicative has a past reference in John 1:29
(On the next day he saw Jesus coming to
him), a present reference in Acts 16:18
(I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her), a future reference in Luke 19:8
where Zacchaeus told the Lord
(I will give to the poor), and a timeless
reference in John 3:18
(the one who believes in him will never
1
be judged).”
It is the primary idea of the present tense to represent the action with a time aspect in the indicative mood.

Uses of the present tense
Progressive present. The progressive present is the most common and nearest to the main idea of
the present tense. The tense expresses action or a state in progress2. The present indicative speaks
of present time and can be interpreted as occurring “right now,” or “continues.” An example is
found in Galatians 5:16:
(But I say, walk in the Spirit and you will not fulfill the lust of the flesh). This has the sense “if
you [right now] walk in the Spirit, then you will not fulfill the lust of the flesh.” Another
example is 1 John 1:4:
(And these
things we are [right now] writing to you, so that your joy may be full).

Iterative present. The iterative present uses the present tense to express the action as a
reaccurance at secussive intervals or repeated action. The action may be habitual or a custom and
can be interpreted as “always,” “keep on,” or “normally.” Examples are 1 Cor. 15:31:
(I affirm, by the boasting in you which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily). 1
Thes. 5:17:
(Pray without ceasing), meaning have a regular prayer
life.
1 John 3:9:
(Whosoever has been born of God
does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God.);
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Some call this the descriptive present.
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means “no one who is born of God habitually sins”. This is a habitual present since 1 John 1:810 makes it clear that Christians right now have sin.

Special uses of the present

Historical present. The historical present is used when the author wants to present a past event to
the reader in a vivid way. The historical present is sometimes refered to as the dramatic present
due to its dramatic or vivid effect. Dr. Young says “Since the aorist is the normal tense form in
narrative, the historical present is striking and lends prominence to the opening of a scene or to
other places where the author wishes to draw the attention of the reader.”3 Dr. Young goes on to
illustrate this by saying Mark uses the historical present in Mark 1:40 to highlight the opening of
a new scene:
(and a leper came to him). Another example is
Mark 14:17:
(and when it was evening he came
with the twelve).
Futuristic present. The futuristic present is used when the author wants to present an event that
has not yet occurred and the reader is to understand that the event is certain to take place and in
fact is in progress. This useage expresses the theological doctrine of the soverignity of God and
His soverign control of all. An example is found in Matt. 26:2:
(You know that after
two days is the Passover, and the Son of man will be delivered up to be crucified). Another
example is John 14:3:
(And if I go to prepare a
place for you, I will come back and receive you to myself; that where I am, you may be also).
Gnomic present. The gnomic present is used when the author wants to make a general statement
of fact in a timeless fashion. An example is Matt. 7:17:
(Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but
a bad tree bears bad fruit). Another example is found in John 3:8:
(The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of
it, but cannot tell where it comes from where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit).
Tendential present. The tendential present is used when the author wishes to show the action that
is proposed or attempted, though it is not actually taking place. An example is John 10:32:
(Jesus answered them, “Many good works I have shown you from My Father. For
which of those works do you stone me?”). Another example is found in Gal. 5:4:
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(You have become estranged
from Christ, you [attempt to] be justified by law; you have fallen from grace).
Static present. The static present is used when the author wants to represent a condition which is
to be forever taken as fact. An example is 2 Peter 3:4:
;
(and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all
things remain as [they were] from the beginning of creation.”). Another example is found in 1
John 3:8:
(He who sins is of the devil,
for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested,
that He might destroy the works of the devil).
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