Chapter Four

d .
2" Declension Nouns

Vocabulary

Kol and, also, even (conj.)
ayyeloc, 0  messenger, angel KopTOg, O fruit
adehpdc, 0 brother K0P10G, O lord
avipomog, 6 man, person, human AiBoc, 0 stone
andotolog, 0 apostle Aoyoc, O word
aptog, 0 bread, loaf VOUOG, 0 law
dovrog, 0 slave, servant oikog, 0 house, household
ddpov, 10 gift oyAog, 0 crowd, multitude
favatog, 0  death V10g, 0 son
1epov, 16 temple
The Greek Noun

Greek nouns as English nouns, are words used to name a person, place, or thing.
The Greek noun contains case, gender, and number. To complicate matters there are three
declensions or grouping of Greek nouns. A declension is the grouping of nouns according
to their endings but has no effect on the translation.

A noun may or may not possess a definite article. In the Greek there is no
indefinite article corresponding to the English “a” or “an.” To express the indefinite idea
in Greek, the article is omitted. So, 6 vO¢ is translated “the son,” but vo¢ is simply

“son” or “a son.”

2" Declension Article - Masculine

Singular Plural

Nominative 0 ol

Genitive TOV TOV
Ablative OV TOV
Dative 0 101G
Locative 0 101G
Instrumental  ™® 101G
Accusative TOV TOLG

2" Declension Article - Neuter

Singular Plural

Nominative 10 T4

Genitive TOV TV
Ablative TOV OV
Dative 0 101G
Locative 0 101G
Instrumental  t® 101G
Accusative 10 T



Case has to do with the function of the noun as it relates to the verb or to other
parts of the sentence. Greek has eight distinctive cases, but of these eight cases, one only
has to remember four (or five forms when the vocative form is different from the
nominative).

1. Nominative. The nominative is the case of designation. It is the “naming” case. The
nominative serves as the subject of the sentence or clause. It is translated as vidg “a
son,” or when used with the article 6 v10¢g “the son.”

2. Genitive. The genitive is the case of description. The genitive specifies or qualifies
the word it modifies. It expresses possession and is translated as viév “of a son,” or
when used with the article Tov viov “of the son.”

3. Ablative. The ablative is the case of separation or origin. It uses the same form as the
genitive and is translated viov “from a son,” or when used with the article tov vidv
“from the son.”

4. Dative. The dative is the case of reception. It is translated as vio® “to a son,” or when
used with the article t® vidw “to the son.”

5. Locative. The locative is the case of location or position. It uses the same form as the
dative and is translated as vid® “in a son,” or when used with the article T® vidw® “in
the son.”

6. Instrumental. The instrumental is the case of means or instrument. It uses the same
form as the dative and is translated as vid® “with or by a son,” or when used with the
article T vido® “with or by the son.”

7. Accusative. The accusative is the case of limitation. The action extends to and is
limited to the object. It’s main usage is with the direct object of the phrase. It is
translated as vidv “son,” or when used with the article tov viov “the son.”

8. Vocative. The vocative is the case of address. In the plural the case always has the
same form as the nominative, but in the singular the forms are often different. It is
translated as vi€ “Son,...”

2" Declension endings - Masculine

Singular Plural Translation
Nominative -0G -0t “a, the”
Genitive -0V -V “of”
Ablative -0V -OV “from”
Dative -© -01g “to”
Locative -© -01g “in”
Instrumental  -© -01g “with, by”
Accusative -0V -0Vg “a, the”
Vocative -€ -0V “O”



2" Declension endings - Neuter

Singular Plural Translation
Nominative -0V -0 “a, the”
Genitive -ov -V “of”
Ablative -0V -V “from”
Dative -© -01g “to”
Locative - -01G “in”
Instrumental  -© -01g “with, by”
Accusative -ov -0 “a, the”
Vocative -ov -0 “0”

Examples
1. Masculine of Adyog

Singular Plural
N Adyoc a word NV  Adyor words
GA  Aoyov of/from a word GA  Moyov  of/from words
DLI Adye to/in/by a word DLI  Adyoic to/in/by words
Ac Aoyov a word Ac Adyovg words

\" Moye O word

2. Neuter of {epov

Singular Plural
NV  igpoév atemple NV  igpd  temples
GA  {epov of/from a temple GA  {epov of/from temples
DLI iepw to/in/by a temple DLI iepoig to/in/by temples
Ac iepdv atemple Ac iepd  temples
Practice

A. Decline the following nouns using the following format: case, gender, number,
translation (e.g., A0yov — g/a.m.sg. — of/from a word).
1. My 2. A0yoig 3. iepdv 4. igpd 5. Adyovg 6. Adyot

B. Decline the following nouns using the following format: case, gender, number,
translation (e.g., Tov Adyov — g/a.m.sg., with def. art. — of/from the word).
1. 10 Moyw 2. toig Aoyorg 3. 16 iepov 4. 16 iepd 5. to0¢ Adyovg 6. oi Adyol

C. Translate the following sentences.
1. 6 dovAog pépet dwpov.

2. 6 amodcTolog Ayel Adyov.

3. AapBave dmpo Koprov Kol aptov.
4. yphoouev T01C AOEAPOIC.



