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Chapter Eleven

3
rd

 Declension Nouns

Vocabulary

αjγαθοvς, -ηv, -οvν good

αjγαπητοvς, -ηv, -οvν beloved

α&γιος, -α, -ον holy

α[λλος, -η, -ο         other (same kind)

δι vκαιος, -α, -ον righteous, just

ε&καστος, -η, -ον each, every

ε[σχατος, -η, -ον last

ε&τερος, -α, -ον other (different)

καινο vς, -ηv, -οvν new

κακοvς, -ηv, -οvν bad

καλοvς, -ηv, -οvν good, beautiful

µικρο vς, -αv, -οvν small, little

µο vνος, -η, -ον only, alone

νεκροvς, -αv, -οvν dead

ο&λος, -η, -ον whole, all

πιστοvς, -ηv, -οvν faithful

πονηρο vς, -α, -ον evil

πρω 'τος, -η, -ον first

Third Declension Nouns

The final noun form to learn is the third declension. The third declension is also

known as the consonant declension because most of the nouns have stems ending in a

consonant.  Where the first declension’s predominant ending vowel sound is an α and the

second declension an ο, the third declension is more complex as it spans essentially all

the remaining nouns. Though the third declension is known as the consonant declension,

it also includes the semivowel endings ι  and υ. Where the first and second declensions

are based or formed from the nominative singular, the third is generally formed from the

genitive singular with the -ος removed and the proper endings added to the stem.

The great grammarian A.T. Robertson points out that the three declensions are for

convenience and are a recent (seventeenth century) paradigm. The older grammars had

ten or more!
1
 “It is important to note that as the semivowels and σ fall out between

vowels, a good deal of contraction results.”
2

The following third declension form is the usual form memorized. To memorize

all the possible forms is impractical at this point and therefore not required. The idea is

that the student identify the most common form and understand that there are others. Do

not be discouraged by the complexity of the third declension noun, memorize the basic

form for πατηρ, do the exercises and move on to the next section.

                                                
1
 A.T. Robertson, A Grammar of the Greek New Testament In the Light of Historical Research

(Nashville:Broadman Press, 1934), p. 247
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 James Moulton, A Grammar of New Testament Greek (Edinburgh:T&T Clark, 1979), Vol. 2, p. 128
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rd

 Declension Endings

Masc. and Fem. Neuter

Singular Plural Singular Plural

Nom  -ς -ες none -α

Gen/Abl -ος -ων -ος -ων

Dat/Loc/Inst -ι   -σι(ν) -ι -σι(ν)

Acc  -α (short) or -ν -ας none -α

Voc  none or like nom.

Ray Summers and Thomas Sawyer list seven different forms in their grammar
3
. It

is recommended that the interested reader consult their grammar for a through

explaination of the neuances of each subform within the third declension form.

1. Liquid Stem Nouns
4

For nouns whose stem ends with a liquid consonant ν or ρ.  For example, to build

the word πατηρ – father, it is identified as a masculine whose stem is identified by the

genitive singular πατροvς with the removal of the -ος ending, leaving πατηρ.

Stem πατηρ - father

Singular Plural

Nom πατηvρ   father Nom/Voc πατεvρες      fathers

Gen/Abl πατροvς   of/from a father Gen/Abl πατεvρων     of/from fathers

Dat/Loc/Inst πατρι v   to/in/by a father Dat/Loc/Inst πατραvσι(ν)  to/in/by fathers

Acc πατεvρα   father Ac πατεvρας       fathers

Voc παvτερ   father

2. Mute Stem Nouns

For nouns whose stem ends with a mute consonant.

Stem εjλπι vς - hope

Singular Plural

Nom εjλπι vς Nom/Voc εjλπι vδες
Gen/Abl εjλπι vδος Gen/Abl εjλπι vδων
Dat/Loc/Inst εjλπι vδι Dat/Loc/Inst εjλπι vσι(ν)
Acc εjλπι vδα Acc εjλπι vδας

3.  The ι Stem Nouns (feminine)

For vowel ι ending feminine nouns are declined like πο v vλις “city” (the ι is replaced

with an ε in some cases).

                                                
3
 Ray Summers, Essential of New Testament Greek (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publshers, 1995), pp.

83-92
4
 These seven forms taken from Summers’ book.
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Stem πο vvλις - city

Singular Plural

Nom ποvλις Nom/Voc ποvλεις
Gen/Abl ποvλεως Gen/Abl ποvλεων
Dat/Loc/Inst ποvλει Dat/Loc/Inst ποvλεσι(ν)
Acc ποvλιν Acc ποvλεις

4. The ευ Stem Nouns (Masculine)

The vowel ευ ending mascline nouns are declined like αjρχιερευ vς “high priest.”

Stem αjρχιερευ vς  - high priest

Singular Plural

Nom αjρχιερευ vς  Nom/Voc αjρχιερει 'ς
Gen/Abl αjρχιερεvως Gen/Abl αjρχιερεvων
Dat/Loc/Inst αjρχιερει ' Dat/Loc/Inst αjρχιερευ 'σι(ν)
Acc αjρχιερεvα Acc αjρχιερει 'ς

5. The υ Stem Nouns (any Gender)

The vowel υ ending nouns of any gender are declined like ι jχθυ vς  “fish.”

Stem ιjχθυ vς - fish

Singular Plural

Nom ι jχθυ vς Nom/Voc ι jχθυ vες
Gen/Abl ι jχθυ vος Gen/Abl ι jχθυ vων
Dat/Loc/Inst ι jχθυ vι  Dat/Loc/Inst ι jχθυ vσι(ν)
Acc ι jχθυ vν  Acc ι jχθυ vας

6. The ες Stem Nouns

The neuter nouns ending in ες are declined like γεvνος “race, kind.”

Stem γεvνος – race, kind

Singular Plural

Nom γεvνος Nom/Voc γεvνη
Gen/Abl γεvνους  Gen/Abl γενω 'ν
Dat/Loc/Inst γεvνει Dat/Loc/Inst γεvνεσι(ν)
Acc γεvνος  Acc γεvνη

7. The ατ Noun Stem

The neuter nouns ending in ατ are declined like σω 'µα “body.”
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Stem σω'µα - body

Singular Plural

Nom σω 'µα Nom/Voc σω vµατα
Gen/Abl σω vµατος Gen/Abl σωµαvτων
Dat/Loc/Inst σω vµατι Dat/Loc/Inst σω vµασι(ν)
Acc σω 'µα Acc σω vµατα

Practice

A. Translate the following sentences.

1. τοιου 'τον (such) ε[χοµεν αjρχιερεvα, ο^ς εjκαvθισεν (he sat) εjν δεξια' / (on the right) του '
θρο vνου τη'ς µεγαλωσυ vνης (majesty) εjν τοι 'ς ουjρανοι 'ς    (Heb. 8:1b) .

2. Γραvφω υJµι 'ν, τεκνι vα, ο&τι αjφε vωνται (forgiven) υ Jµι'ν αι J αJµαρτι vαι διαÆ τοÆ ο[νοµα αυ jτου '.  (1
Jn 2:12).

3. πα'ς γαÆρ ο^ς α]ν (no exact english equivalent) εjπικαλεvσηται (he called) τοÆ ο[νοµα κυριvου
σωθηvσεται (he will be saved). (Rom 10:13) .

4. ω &σπερ (just as) γαÆρ οJ πατηÆρ ε[χει ζωηÆν εjν εJαυτω '/ ου&τως (thus,so) και ; τω '/ υιJω '/ ε[δωκεν
ζωη;ν ε[χειν εjν εJαυτω '/.  (John 5:26)


