Chapter Eleven

d .
3" Declension Nouns

Vocabulary

ayadog, -1, -Ov good KOKOG, -1, -0V bad

ayamnTog, -1, -0V beloved KOAOG, -1, -0V good, beautiful
aylog, -0, -ov holy LKPOG, -Q, -0V small, little
aAog, -1, -0 other (same kind) LLOVOG, -1, -0V only, alone
S1Ka10¢, -a, -ov righteous, just VEKPOG, -Q, -0V dead

£KO.OTOG, -1, -0V each, every o\oG, -1, -0V whole, all
£6Y0TOC, -1], -OV last ToTOG, -1, -0V faithful
£1EPOC, -0, -0V other (different) oVNpOG, -0, -0V evil

KOVOG, -1, -0V new TPATOC, -1, -0V first

Third Declension Nouns

The final noun form to learn is the third declension. The third declension is also
known as the consonant declension because most of the nouns have stems ending in a
consonant. Where the first declension’s predominant ending vowel sound is an « and the
second declension an o, the third declension is more complex as it spans essentially all
the remaining nouns. Though the third declension is known as the consonant declension,
it also includes the semivowel endings : and v. Where the first and second declensions
are based or formed from the nominative singular, the third is generally formed from the
genitive singular with the -og removed and the proper endings added to the stem.

The great grammarian A.T. Robertson points out that the three declensions are for
convenience and are a recent (seventeenth century) paradigm. The older grammars had
ten or more!" “It is important to note that as the semivowels and o fall out between
vowels, a good deal of contraction results.”

The following third declension form is the usual form memorized. To memorize
all the possible forms is impractical at this point and therefore not required. The idea is
that the student identify the most common form and understand that there are others. Do
not be discouraged by the complexity of the third declension noun, memorize the basic
form for matnp, do the exercises and move on to the next section.

AT, Robertson, A Grammar of the Greek New Testament In the Light of Historical Research
(Nashville:Broadman Press, 1934), p. 247
2 James Moulton, A Grammar of New Testament Greek (Edinburgh:T&T Clark, 1979), Vol. 2, p. 128



3" Declension Endings

Masc. and Fem. Neuter
Singular Plural Singular Plural
Nom -G -&G none -o
Gen/Abl -0G -V -0G -V
Dat/Loc/Inst -1 -ouv) -1 -ouv)
Acc -0 (short) or -v -0G none -0
Voc none or like nom.

Ray Summers and Thomas Sawyer list seven different forms in their grammar”. It
is recommended that the interested reader consult their grammar for a through
explaination of the neuances of each subform within the third declension form.

1. Liquid Stem Nouns®

For nouns whose stem ends with a liquid consonant v or p. For example, to build
the word matnp — father, it is identified as a masculine whose stem is identified by the
genitive singular matpog with the removal of the -o¢ ending, leaving wotnp.

Stem matnp - father

Singular Plural
Nom matp father Nom/Voc natepeg  fathers
Gen/Abl notpog of/from a father Gen/Abl notepov  of/from fathers
Dat/Loc/Inst motpt  to/in/by a father Dat/Loc/Inst motpaci(v) to/in/by fathers
Acc notepa father Ac notepag  fathers
Voc natep  father

2. Mute Stem Nouns
For nouns whose stem ends with a mute consonant.

Stem &\mig - hope

Singular Plural
Nom ENTIG Nom/Voc gEATIdEG
Gen/Abl gATI80¢ Gen/Abl EMTIB OV
Dat/Loc/Inst  gAmidt Dat/Loc/Inst  gkmicu(v)
Acc eamdo Acc e mdog

3. The 1 Stem Nouns (feminine)
For vowel 1 ending feminine nouns are declined like molig “city” (the 1is replaced
with an € in some cases).

3 Ray Summers, Essential of New Testament Greek (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publshers, 1995), pp.
83-92
* These seven forms taken from Summers’ book.



Stem TOALG - city

Singular Plural
Nom TOMG Nom/Voc TOAEIC
Gen/Abl TOAEWC Gen/Abl TOAE®V
Dat/Loc/Inst molet Dat/Loc/Inst mokeou(v)
Acc TOAMV Acc TOAELG

4. The gv Stem Nouns (Masculine)
The vowel gv ending mascline nouns are declined like apyiepevg “high priest.”

Stem apyepeng - high priest

Singular Plural
Nom APYIEPEDC Nom/Voc APYIEPELG
Gen/Abl APYIEPEDC Gen/Abl APYIEPEDV
Dat/Loc/Inst  apyiep&i Dat/Loc/Inst  apyiepedou(v)
Acc apylepen Acc APYIEPELG

5. The v Stem Nouns (any Gender)
The vowel v ending nouns of any gender are declined like 1y00¢ “fish.”

Stem 1y00¢ - fish

Singular Plural
Nom yOOg Nom/Voc  ybveg
Gen/Abl 10v0¢ Gen/Abl YOV
Dat/Loc/Inst  tyfot Dat/Loc/Inst  tyfvou(v)
Acc o0V Acc 0vog

6. The &g Stem Nouns
The neuter nouns ending in e¢ are declined like yevoc “race, kind.”

Stem yevog — race, kind

Singular Plural
Nom YEVOG Nom/Voc Yevn
Gen/Abl YEVOLC Gen/Abl YEVAV
Dat/Loc/Inst  yevet Dat/Loc/Inst  yeveou(v)
Acc YEVOG Acc YV

7. The at Noun Stem
The neuter nouns ending in at are declined like codpa “body.”



Stem o®pa - body

Singular Plural
Nom oDduO. Nom/Voc COUOTO
Gen/Abl CMOUOTOC Gen/Abl COUATOV
Dat/Loc/Inst  copott Dat/Loc/Inst  coOpaci(v)
Acc o Acc COUOTO,
Practice

A. Translate the following sentences.

1.

2.

3.

t0100T0V (such) &yopev apylepea, og exabioev (he sat) £v de&1d (on the right) Tod
Bpovov th¢ peyolwovvng (majesty) £v toig ovpavoilg  (Heb. 8:1b) .

'paem VL, Tekvio, 0Tt apemvTat (forgiven) Vv ot apaption dia 10 dvopa avtod. (1
In 2:12).

7o yop o¢ av (no exact english equivalent) emikaleontou (he called) 10 6vopa Kvplov
cwOnoeton (he will be saved). (Rom 10:13) .

wonep (just as) yap 0 watnp £xel Lonv &v Eantd ovtmg (thus,so) kol T@ VIP EdOKEV
Conv €xewv v eavtd. (John 5:26)



